


n of 


e BREST ES 


ee 


Iowa Library Quarterly 


Issued Quarterly by the Iowa State Traveling Library 


Entered as second class matter at the post office at Des Moines, Iowa 
Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 1102, 
Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 10, 1916. 





Vou. 13 DES MOINES, IOWA, OCTOBER-NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 1939 No. 12 





Section 1 








Tor 
SU? Sonermwrs 





es Page 

| Witty Womette BREs Bon can cescsvtccccses 178 

State Library Board Friends of Libraries in Northern Iowa... .181 

I. ly SPedebevasevctidsanseaneese 18] 

Per a+ 41 ¥ CHE cpwccececcesesosesese 182 

GOVERNOR Greorcre A. WILSON News from Tolwa Libraries. sad vocvestoues 182 
Book Week, 1939............: Soper re 187 

Jupce RaLpu A. OLIVER School Librarians Meet.................. 187 
ra Libraries G i canicevbestas 87 

Jessie M. Parker, Superintendent of Public ‘the Libraries in War Time.............. 187 
Instruction Junior Members Round Table............ 188 
Librarian of State Traveling Library...... 188 

“ Report of A. L. A. Committee............ 189 

Buancue A. Smiru, Librarian Extension Committee ............esee00. 190 
GCortemention WGWGE . o si cenccciccssavanen 191 

Office—State Historical Building, Des Moines Changes in Library Boards............... 191 
POUNGIINY scccccevevevecnsoniosbvcosne’ 192 

Board Members Must Lead............... 192 

eB ae 192 





COMING EVENTS 


Important to Librarians 


MIDWINTER CONFERENCEFOF A. L. A. 
Drake Hotel, Chicago, December 27-30, 1939 





62nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF A. L. A. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
May 26 to June 1, 1940 


Headquarters : 
Taft Auditorium and Netherland Plaza Hotel 























Fifty Years of I. L. A. 


The 50th annual meeting of the Iowa 
Library Association was held in Des 
Moines October 15-17, 1939. The meet- 
ing opened on Sunday, an experiment 
which met with such favor that it may 
be repeated. The publicity luncheon, 
tea by the Des Moines Library Club, 
junior members’ supper and trustees’ 
supper were made possible because of 
the Sunday opening. One of the high- 
lights of the convention was the en- 
thusiastic trustees’ supper and round 
table discussion under Mrs. Houghton’s 
spirited leadership. 


Essae M. Culver, vice-president of 
the American Library Association and 
secretary of the Louisiana Library 
Commission, was speaker at the first 
general meeting. We listened envi- 
ously while she told of the $200,000 
which they receive every two years 
from the state to carry on the work 
of the Library Commission and the re- 
gional libraries which are flourishing 
as a result of this expenditure. The 
plaque award was made to Dr. Frank 
L. Mott by Mrs Higbie, chairman of 
the committee. His clever acceptance 
was received with enthusiasm by his 
corn-belt listeners. 


Mrs. Raymond Sayre, in her talk, 
**Education for demoecracy,’’ brought 
us an important message Monday 
morning. Radio, automobile, and 
movies are all working to remove the 
dissimilarity between rural and urban 
population. The most important need 
in our life today is continuing educa- 
tion for rural people. The farm home 
was self-sufficient 100 years ago. In 
1860 only 45 per cent of our popula- 
tion was living on farms. By 1896 
machinery was being more widely used 
and by 1935 the farmer was no longer 
self-sufficient. Agriculture had become 
commercialized and not only was there 
inter-dependence between rural and 
urban life but a dependence on other 
countries. Speaking of rural life in 
Europe, she stated that England has 
political democracy but not social and 
economic. Italy has neither political, 
social nor economic democracy. 


Sweden has all three. The Scandinavian 
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countries have the highest type of rural 
life, due to their equalized opportunity 
for education. She made the predic. 
tion that within the next 25 years the 
rural people of Iowa will go one of 
three ways. They will become tenant 
farmers or peasants and go the way of 
German or Italian farmers, or the way 
of the Seandinavian farmer. In order 
that the third way may be followed, 
the public library must play a vital 
part. The farmer must adjust himself 
to the changed world in which he lives, 
This can only come about through con- 
tinuing education. In _ order that 
United States may be saved for de- 
moecracy it must be quickly done. Two 
things are absolutely necessary in or- 
der to get people to do things. You 
must have faith in their ability to edu- 
cate themselves and assume leadership 
and you must have faith in the thing 
you are trying to do and in yourself 
and your leadership. 

*‘Only the best books’’ was the sub- 
ject of Dr. Helen Butler’s afternoon 
talk in which she emphasized uphold- 
ing higher standards in book selection. 
The perfect book, she said, ‘‘would 
have the highest imaginative quality, 
humor, singing lines, closely articulated 
plot and literary vocabulary of ‘Treas- 
ure Island,’ ‘Tom Brown’s schooldays,’ 
‘Lorna Doone,’ and ‘John Halifax, 
gentleman.’ It would have the humor 
of ‘Mary Poppins,’ the wholesome ev- 
erydayness of ‘Heidi,’ the beautiful 
cadenced imagery of ‘Moby Dick,’ the 
chivalrous idealism of ‘Mort D’Arthur’ 
and the significance of ‘Earth for 
Sam.’’’ The book that had the most 
of these qualities, she thought, was 
**Don Quixote.’’ But often for the per- 
fect book must be substituted the best 
book which is not beyond the skill and 
ability of the reader. The trend today 
is away from instructions in morals to 
knowledge of the child’s own world 
about him. Information must be exact 
and human relations natural, convine- 
ing and honest. Each librarian has the 
responsibility to her group of children 
for securing books that provide infor- 
mation, recreation and proper emo- 
tional stimuli. 

George Stevens, editor of the Satur- 

















day Review of Literature, was the 
speaker at the anniversary dinner Mon- 
day evening. In explaining how pub- 
lishers get books and sometimes make 
best sellers, he said that books seldom 
come unsolicited but that the publisher 
looks for authors to write on special 
subjects such as personal histories by 
foreign correspondents who know the 
international situation. They also 
watch story writers and prominent peo- 
ple, not authors, who have interesting 
lives and authors who have had best 
sellers or are already in the news. 
Sometimes books are published from 
news stories such as Corrigan’s story, 
or from prize contests. Books become 
best sellers through the dealer’s enthu- 
siasm, advertising before the book is 
published, ‘‘Book of the Month Club”’ 
selections, from condensations in the 
Readers’ 
happen accidentally. 

Dr. Charles H. Brown’s report on the 
work of the Third Activities Commit- 
tee given Tuesday morning was inter- 
esting and provocative. A vote was 
taken on some of the disputed points, 
the results being as follows. On the 
question of a federation to represent 
all librarians and libraries in the United 
States instead of a number of separate 
organizations, the group voted in favor 
of one organization against nine in fa- 
vor of separate organizations. The 
group felt by a vote of 70 to 1 that 
a scale of dues based on salaries was 
preferable to one based on length of 
service or on uniform dues for all mem- 
bers, which would have to be increased 
under the proposed reorganization. The 
members of the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion were unanimous in their opinion 
that they did not want a division of 
the council by age or library rank. 

What Ohio has accomplished, Iowa 
should be able to do. Mildred Sandoe, 
the State Library organizer of Ohio, 
in treating her subject, ‘‘Mohamet will 
go to the hills,’’ stressed the need of 
equalizing opportunities for universal 
education. The progress of library 
work in Ohio may be seen in the in- 
crease of county libraries. In 1935 
there were six counties giving library 
service. Then state aid came along. 
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Digest and sometimes just’ 


The six counties have increased to 50 
which are giving good service and 20 


with fair service. There are bookmo- 
biles in 18 counties. She emphasized 
the necessity of the public library’s as- 
suming new responsibilities instead of 
permitting them to be carried by other 
agencies. 

Sterling North was the speaker at 
the general session Tuesday afternoon. 
In discussing trends in modern fiction 
he expressed the opinion that there is 
a ‘‘eultural renaissance’’ in America 
greater than even that of Elizabethan 
England or the Greek renaissance and 
because war and fascism are menaces to 
that revival, America holds the one real 
hope of allowing that renaissance to 
survive. Most of the authors from 
Germany, Italy and Russia have been 
exiled from their countries. English 
publishers are coming to the middle- 
west for American manuscripts. The 
romantie tendency in literature was 
due in part to the Civil War but mod- 
ern war has brought disillusionment 
and now we have the trend toward real- 
ism and regional fiction, which is good 
if universal, such as the works of Eliza- 
beth Roberts, Phil Stong, Ruth Suckow 
and Marjorie Rawlings. On request, 
Mr. North talked informally about his 
new book, ‘‘Seven against the years’”’ 
which was released for sale on that day. 

The total registration was 312, the 
largest of any annual meeting. The 
election of officers was as follows: 
president, Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon; see- 
ond vice-president, Lillian Sutherland ; 
treasurer, Elizabeth Lilly, and execu- 
tive board member, Blanche A. Smith. 


Social Events 

The Des Moines Library Club served 
tea at the public library Sunday after- 
noon. This gave an opportunity to ex- 
amine the publicity exhibits which were 
attractively displayed in the art gal- 
lery. There were 48 trustees and 52 
junior members at their respective sup- 
pers preceding the evening session. 
Such an interest was shown in the dis- 
cussions that it was difficult to insist 
on adjournment of the meetings. At 
the informal reception held in the ex- 
hibit room following the evening ses- 
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sion, group singing of songs which have 
enjoyed popularity from 1899 to the 
present time was enthusiastically in- 
dulged in under Mr. Spaulding’s lead- 
ership. 

The publicity luncheon at Grace 
Ransom’s Tea Room on Monday was 
well attended. Mrs. Weitz’s talk on 
publicity contained good advice for 
this group representing a profession 
which as a rule is distinguished by poor 
publicity methods. 

The Iowa Summer Library School 
luncheon at Grace Ransom’s Tea Room 
Monday noon was an informal affair. 
The location of the tables discouraged 
any effort toward a program. Greet- 
ings were sent to Miss Robinson. Open 
House at Drake University was an en- 
joyable feature Monday afternoon. 
The anniversary dinner Monday eve- 
ning featured ‘‘Our pioneers.’’ There 
were several present who could look 
back at many meetings which they had 
attended. Reminiscences were in or- 
der. 

A tea by the Des Moines Association 
of Fine Arts Tuesday afternoon was 
enjoyed by those who could find time 
to attend. A fitting climax to the so- 
cial events was a dinner at Younkers’ 
Tea Room Tuesday evening at which 
150 members of the Iowa Library As- 
sociation were guests of the Hertzberg 
Bindery. 


Program 
Sunday, October 15 
A. M. 
10:00—Registration and viewing of book ex- 
hibits 
P. M. 


1:00—Publicity committee luncheon and pro- 
gram, Grace Ransom’s Tea Room, 
Esther Hughes, chairman 
‘‘Organizing publicity,’’ Mrs. Fred 
W. Weitz 
3:00—Tea, Des Moines Public Library, 
guests of Des Moines Library Club 
Viewing of publicity exhibit in Art 
Gallery 
6:00—Trustee’s buffet supper and program, 
Hotel Savery, Mrs. Dorothy Hough- 
ton, chairman 
‘*Greetings,’’ Mrs. Fred W. Weitz 
for Des Moines and Essae M. Cul- 
ver for the American Library Asso- 
ciation 
Eight minute speeches 
‘¢Our starving libraries,’’ Mrs. Jen- 
nie Gottsch 
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‘‘Portrait of a library,’’ by Mrs, 
Grinnell Willis 

‘‘Legislation for libraries,’’ Repre- 
sentative Curtis Gregory 

‘Libraries as community assets,’ 
Mrs. C. C. Van Epps 

‘*Libraries and our demoeraey,’’ 
Mrs. Neal Hammer 

Junior members’ buffet supper and 
program, Grace Ransom’s_ Tea 
Room, Ruth Ginger, chairman 


8:00—First general session 

Address of welcome, Jessie M. 
Parker, State. Superintendent of 
Public Instruction and member 
of the State Library Board 

Address of weleome. Mrs. Miriam 
Garner, president, Des Moines Li- 
brary Club 

Response, Sadie Stevens, first viece- 
president, Iowa Library Associa- 
tion 

Report of federal aid, Forrest B. 
Spaulding, chairman, Federal re- 
lations committee, American Li- 
brary Association 

Report—Librarian of State Trav- 
eling Library, Blanche A. Smith 

Presentation of Johnson Brigham 
plaque, Mrs. Dorothy Higbie 

Address: Library extension, Essae 
Martha Culver, president-elect, 
American Library Association 


9:30—Informal reception, in charge of staff 
association of the Des Moines Pub- 
lie Library 


Monday, October 16 


A. M. 


8:00—Sectional breakfasts 
Children’s librarians, Florence W. 
Butler, chairman 
Brief summary of children’s li- 
brarians institute, Marian 
Young 
‘*Reading and today’s children,’’ 
Helen L. Butler 
College and reference librarians— 
joint session, Dr. Eugene H. 
Wilson and Iva Glessner, 
chairmen 
‘¢Adult education and the Ili- 
brary,’’ Grace Nordyke 
‘*A clearing house for Iowa pub- 
lications,’’ Mrs. Margaret Bal- 
ler 
‘*A union list of serials in ma- 
jor Iowa libraries,’’ Mrs, Ale- 
tha Redman 
Hospital and Institutional librari- 
ans, Ruth U. Carson, chairman 
‘*Administering hospital library 
serviee,’’ informal diseussion 
Public libraries, Elizabeth Lilly, * 
chairman 
‘America’s too public libraries, 
are they too ‘Public’?’’ 
‘‘The public library as a service 
elub,’’ Mrs. Jessie B, Gordon 
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Discussion led by Mrs, Gertrude 
Nelson 
**Cooperative book lists for Iowa 
libraries,’’ Mildred Pike 
Discussion led by Charlotte 
Crosley 
‘*The WPA craft project,’’ Flor- 
ence Noble 
Discussion led by Mrs Cora P. 
Millard 


11:00—Trustees Section, Mrs. 

Houghton, chairman 

Round table discussion, leaders, J. 
Wilbur Dole, Nell Bogart, Mrs. 
Buell MeCash, and Mrs. Harold 
Shrauger 

Subjects: 
‘*Needed library legislation’’ 
‘*Duties of a library trustee’’ 
**Friends of libraries’’ 
‘*Cooperating with librarians’’ 


Dorothy . D. 


10:50—General session 

Report on legislation, Mrs, Jessie B. 
Gordon 

Report of extension 
Frances Warner 

Address: Educating for democracy, 
Mrs. Raymond Sayre, state chair- 
man, Women’s committee, Iowa 
Farm Bureau Federation 


committee, 


P.M. 
12:30—Luncheon, Iowa 
School Society, 
Tea Room 
Luncheon, Member of extension com- 


Summer 
Grace 


Library 
Ransom’s 


mittee 
2:00—General session 
Address: ‘‘Only the best books,’’ 


Dr. Helen Louise Butler, Associ- 
ate professor, School of librarian- 
ship, University of Denver 
3:00—Business meeting 
Reports of committees 
4:00—Open house, Cowles Library—Drake 
University 
6:30—Anniversary banquet 
Address: ‘‘How publishers get 
books and sometimes make best 
sellers,’’ George Stevens, editor, 
Saturday Review of Literature 


Tuesday, October 17 


A.M. 
9:00—General session 
Report on A. L, A. reorganization, 
Charles H. Brown, chairman, 
Third activities committee 
State-wide WPA library project, 
Florence Noble 
Address: ‘‘Mohamet will go to the 
hills,’’ Mildred Sandoe, State Li- 
brary organizer, Columbus, Ohio 
P.M. 


2:00—General session 
Address: ‘*Trends in modern fic- 
tion,’’ Sterling North, Literary 
editor, Chicago Daily News 
Business meeting 
Final reports 
Election of officers 
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4:00—Tea, Des Moines association of fine 
arts 
Open House, State libraries 
6:15—Dinner, Guests of Hertzberg Bindery 
—Younkers’ Tea Room 


Friends of Libraries in Northern Iowa 

Book lovers and those interested in 
the influence of books on present day 
life met at the Y. M. C. A. in Mason 
City, November 19, 1939, and formed 
the first Friends of Libraries group in 
Iowa. 

Mrs. C. H. MeNider opened the meet- 
ing and presented Lydia Margaret Bar- 
rette, temporary chairman. Mrs. Rob- 
ert Furleigh, of Clear Lake, talked on 
books for the farm home. R. V. Wil- 
kerson, a member of the county board 
of education, emphasized the fact that, 
while most differences between rural 
and city life are being removed, an 
adequate library is still one of the 
privileges of city life. Earl Hall, of 
the state board of education, stated that 
the two indices which are the best 
guide to a community are the school 
system and the library. 

‘‘Towa has the reputation of being 
the most literate state in the Union. 
Iowa can read, but does it? And if 
it doesn’t, how can we change that? 
We are on the trail of that today. 
Books must be in circulation and must 
be read.’”’ 

Officers elected were: Mrs. Burt 
Thompson, Forest City, president; Mrs. 
Mary Bowman, Clear Lake, honorary 
vice-president ; J. E. Lowe, Algona, first 
vice-president ; Tom Purcell, Hampton, 
second vice-president ; and F. E. Black- 
stone, Garner, third vice-president. 

The organization has for its purpose 
the promotion of the spirit of friend- 
liness among libraries and among the 
people using them. 


I. L. A., 1940 


Burlington was chosen as the place 
for the 1940 convention of the Iowa 
Library Association, at a recent meet- 
ing of the Executive Council. 

The following places were selected 


for district meetings in the spring: 
Garner Shenandoah 
Indianola Fairfield 
Sioux City 
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sion, greup singing of songs which have 
enjoyed popularity from 1899 to the 
present time was enthusiastically in- 
dulged in under Mr. Spaulding’s lead- 
ership. 

The publicity luncheon at Grace 
Ransom’s Tea Room on Monday was 
well attended. Mrs. Weitz’s talk on 
publicity contained good advice for 
this group representing a _ profession 
which as a rule is distinguished by poor 
publicity methods. 

The Iowa Summer Library School 
luncheon at Grace Ransom’s Tea Room 
Monday noon was an informal affair. 
The location of the tables discouraged 
any effort toward a program. Greet- 
ings were sent to Miss Robinson. Open 
House at Drake University was an en- 
joyable feature Monday afternoon. 
The anniversary dinner Monday eve- 
ning featured ‘‘Our pioneers.’’ There 
were several present who could look 
back at many meetings which they had 
attended. Reminiscences were in or- 
der. 

A tea by the Des Moines Association 
of Fine Arts Tuesday afternoon was 
enjoyed by those who could find time 
to attend. A fitting climax to the so 
cial events was a dinner at Younkers’ 
Tea Room Tuesday evening at which 
150 members of the Iowa Library As- 
sociation were guests of the Hertzberg 
Bindery. 


Program 
Sunday, October 15 
A. M. 
10:00—Registration and viewing of book ex- 
hibits 
P. M. 


1:00—Publicity committee luncheon and pro- 
gram, Grace Ransom’s Tea Room, 
Esther Hughes, chairman 
‘*Organizing publicity,’’ Mrs, Fred 
W. Weitz 
3:00—Tea, Des Moines Publie Library, 
guests of Des Moines Library Club 
Viewing of publicity exhibit in Art 
Gallery 
6:00—Trustee’s buffet supper and program, 
Hotel Savery, Mrs. Dorothy Hough- 
ton, chairman 
‘*Greetings,’’ Mrs. Fred W. Weitz 
for Des Moines and Essae M. Cul- 
ver for the American Library Asso- 
ciation 
Eight minute speeches 
‘*Our starving libraries,’’ Mrs. Jen- 
nie Gottsch 


180 





** Portrait ofa library,’’ by Mrs, 
Grinnell Willis 

**Legislation for libraries,’’ Repre- 
sentative Curtis Gregory 

‘*Libraries as community assets,’ 
Mrs. C. C. Van Epps 

‘*Libraries and our democracy,’ 
Mrs, Neal Hammer 

Junior members’ buffet supper and 
program, Grace Ransom’s Tea 
Room, Ruth Ginger, chairman 


8:00—First general session 

Address of welcome, Jessie M. 
Parker, State. Superintendent of 
Public Instruction and member 
of the State Library Board 

Address of weleome. Mrs. Miriam 
Garner, president, Des Moines Li- 
brary Club 

Response, Sadie Stevens, first vice- 
president, Iowa Library Associa- 
tion 

Report of federal aid, Forrest B. 
Spaulding, chairman, Federal re- 
lations committee, American Li- 
brary Association 

Report—Librarian of State Trav- 
eling Library, Blanche A. Smith 

Presentation of Johnson Brigham 
plaque, Mrs. Dorothy Higbie 

Address: Library extension, Essae 
Martha Culver, president-elect, 
American Library Association 


9:30—Informal reception, in charge of staff 
association of the Des Moines Pub- 
lie Library 


Monday, October 16 


A. M. 





8:00—Sectional breakfasts 
Children’s librarians, Florence W. 
Butler, chairman 
Brief summary of children’s li- 
brarians institute, Marian 
Young 
‘“Reading and today’s children,’’ 
Helen L. Butler 
College and reference librarians— 
joint session, Dr. Eugene H. 
Wilson = and Iva Glessner, 
chairmen 
‘¢Adult education and the li- 
brary,’’ Grace Nordyke 
‘*A elearing house for Iowa pub- 
lieations,’’ Mrs. Margaret Bal- 
ler 
‘*A union list of serials in ma- 
jor Iowa libraries,’’ Mrs, Ale- 
tha Redman 
Hospital and Institutional librari- 
ans, Ruth U. Carson, chairman 
‘Administering hospital library 
service,’’ informal discussion 
Public libraries, Elizabeth Lilly, 
chairman 
** America’s too publie libraries, 
are they too ‘Public’?’’ 
‘‘The public library as a serviee 
elub,’’ Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon 
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Discussion led by Mrs, Gertrude 
Nelson 
**Cooperative book lists for Iowa 
libraries,’’ Mildred Pike 
Discussion led by Charlotte 
Crosley 
‘*The WPA craft project,’’ Flor- 
ence Noble 
Discussion led by Mrs Cora P. 
Millard 


11:00—Trustees Section, Mrs. Dorothy . D. 

Houghton, chairman 

Round table discussion, leaders, J. 
Wilbur Dole, Nell Bogart, Mrs. 
Buell MeCash, and Mrs. Harold 
Shrauger 

Subjects: 
‘*Needed library legislation’’ 
‘*Duties of a library trustee’ 
**Friends of libraries’’ 
**Cooperating with librarians’ 
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10:350—General session 
Report on legislation, Mrs. Jessie B. 
Gordon 
Report of extension committee, 
Frances Warner 
Address: Educating for democracy, 
Mrs. Raymond Sayre, state chair- 
man, Women’s committee, Iowa 
Farm Bureau Federation 
P.M. 
12:30—Luncheon, Iowa Summer Library 
School Society, Grace Ransom’s 
Tea Room 
Luncheon, Member of extension com- 
mittee 
2:00—General session 
Address: ‘*Only the best books,’’ 
Dr. Helen Louise Butler, Associ- 
ate professor, School of librarian- 
ship, University of Denver 
3:00—Business meeting 
Reports of committees 
4:00—Open house, Cowles Library—Drake 
University 
6:30—Anniversary banquet 
Address: ‘‘How publishers get 
books and sometimes make best 
sellers,’’ George Stevens, editor, 
Saturday Review of Literature 


Tuesday, October 17 


A.M. 
9:00—General session 
Report on A. L, A. reorganization, 
Charles H. Brown, chairman, 
Third activities committee 
State-wide WPA library project, 
Florence Noble 
Address: ‘‘Mohamet will go to the 
hills,’’ Mildred Sandoe, State Li- 
brary organizer, Columbus, Ohio 
P.M. 
2:00—General session 
Address: ‘‘Trends in modern fic- 
tion,’’ Sterling North, Literary 
editor, Chicago Daily News 
Business meeting 
Final reports 
Election of officers 
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4:00—Tea, Des Moines association of fine 
arts 
Open House, State libraries 
6:15—Dinner, Guests of Hertzberg Bindery 
, —Younkers’ Tea Room 


Friends of Libraries in Northern Iowa 


Book lovers and those interested in 
the influence of books on present day 
life met at the Y. M. C. A. in Mason 
City, November 19, 1939, and formed 
the first Friends of Libraries group in 
Iowa. 

Mrs. C. H. MeNider opened the meet- 
ing and presented Lydia Margaret Bar- 
rette, temporary chairman. Mrs. Rob- 
ert Furleigh, of Clear Lake, talked on 
books for the farm home. R. V. Wil- 
kerson, a member of the county board 
of education, emphasized the fact that, 
while most differences between rural 
and city life are being removed, an 
adequate library is still one of the 
privileges of city life. Earl Hall, of 
the state board of education, stated that 
the two indices which are the best 
guide to a community are the school 
system and the library. 

‘‘Towa has the reputation of being 
the most literate state in the Union. 
Iowa can read, but does it? And if 
it doesn’t, how can we change that? 
We are on the trail of that today. 
Books must be in circulation and must 
be read.”’ 

Officers elected were: Mrs. Burt 
Thompson, Forest City, president; Mrs. 
Mary Bowman, Clear Lake, honorary 
vice-president ; J. E. Lowe, Algona, first 
vice-president ; Tom Purcell, Hampton, 
second vice-president ; and F. E. Black- 
stone, Garner, third vice-president. 

The organization has for its purpose 
the promotion of the spirit of friend- 
liness among libraries and among the 
people using them. 


I. L. A., 1940 


Burlington was chosen as the place 
for the 1940 convention of the Iowa 
Library Association, at a recent meet- 
ing of the Executive Council. 

The following places were selected 


for district meetings in the spring: 
Garner Shenandoah 
Indianola Fairfield 
Sioux City 























Personals 


Ruth Jacqueline Bartoo, formerly of 
the staff of State University Library, 
and George Leland Bach were married 
September 7, 1939. They are living 
in Ames where he is an instructor in 
the economies department of Iowa 
State College. 

Bertha Frick and Theodore H. Jones 
of New York City. were married No- 
vember 4, 1939. Mrs. Jones, formerly 
a resident of Rockwell City, has been 
assistant professor in the Library 
School of Columbia University for the 
past few years. 

The week of October 15 was an im- 
portant one in the life of Mrs. Jessie 
B. Gordon. She made her first solo 
flight and was elected president of the 
Iowa Library Association. 

Jeanne C. Lewis of Stow, Ohio, has 
been appointed state supervisor of the 
WPA Library project, succeeding 
Florenee Noble who resigns to take 
charge of the Lucas County demonstra- 
tion. Miss Lewis is an Iowan, being 
graduated from Iowa City High School, 
Western Reserve University and the 
library school there. She was on the 
Sioux City library staff for three years. 
Later she was connected with Cleveland 
Publie Library for 12 years, as high 
school librarian, in the board of educa- 
tion library and in the sociology di- 
vision. She has been librarian of Stow 
Public Library for the past two years. 
We welcome her back to Iowa. 


November first was the date chosen 
by Mrs. Ethel Moffitt, librarian at 
Denison, for her marriage to J. P. 
Sewell. The ceremony took place at 
the Little Brown Church. 


Martha E. Post, University hospital 
librarian, attended the tri-state library 
meeting at Milwaukee October 19-21. 
Miss Post is a member of the commit- 
tee which has revised the list of books 
for hospital libraries. 


Mary K. Rich, formerly assistant li- 
brarian at Grinnell College, and John 
W. Pooley, instructor in business ad- 
ministration, were married August 26, 
1939, at Framingham Center, Massa- 
chusetts. 





Elizabeth Strohbehn and Robert W. 
Orr, both members of the Iowa State 
College staff, were married in Daven. 
port September 9, 1939. 


News from Iowa Libraries 


Alden—Through the kindness of G. 
F. Bigelow, who is a member of the 
library board, the Alden Publie Library 
has received, as a gift, a fine collection 
of books from his own librarv and that 
of his mother, Mrs. Mary H. Bigelow, 
who was secretary of the board for 
six years and who recently passed 
away. The collection consists of be- 
tween two and three hundred volumes 
of history, biography, art, musie, gen- 
eral literature, besides several volumes 
of standard fiction. 

Ames—Marjorie C. Donaldson began 
her work as assistant October 1, sue- 
eeeding Mrs. Howard Erwin. 

Britt—Newly decorated walls and 
woodwork and the addition of three 
book stacks are much needed and ap- 
preciated improvements in the library. 

Carroll—The library is proud of its 
latest acquisition—an electric clock. 
This is the first time in the 35 years 
of the library’s existence that a clock 
has been provided for the use of the 
publie. 

Cedar Falls — Public Library — Th 
library board decided to use the inter. 
est on the Vesta Bryant fund for the 
purchase of a beautiful picture for the 
reading room. 

Cedar Falls—State Teachers College 
—Miss Anne Dunean writes: ‘We 
have had so many requests for aid 
from students who have gone from here 
to teach and who have been given the 
eare of the small school library in addi- 
tion to their teaching job that we have 
decided to give a two-hour course each 
year in the summer and spring terms 
to juniors and seniors. This course will 
begin in the summer of 1940. It will 
in no way take the place of professional 
training. It will be listed in our next 
catalogue under the department of edu 
eation and be in charge of three of the 
library staff.’’ 

Chariton—Lucas County has been 
chosen as the location for the state 
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WPA library project demonstration of 
county library service. The library 
board has had book eases built in the 
auditorium which will be used as head- 
quarters for book distribution. A 
bookmobile will make trips through the 
county. The project will be in charge 
of Florence Noble, who resigns her po- 
sition as state supervisor to devote her 
time to this work. 

Cherokee—Pauline Jacobsen is a new 
member of the Cherokee library staff. 


Centerville—Thelma Kirkpatrick has 
been appointed assistant librarian. She 
will sueceed Elaine Agnessen, who has 
resigned. 

Clinton—Members of Clinton’s Boy 
Seout shock troops announce they will 
come to the aid of the many shut-ins 
in the city by delivering library books 
free of charge. The boys also will re- 
turn the books to the publie library. 
They will be assigned to the delivering 
of the books on certain days of each 
week. Their efforts will be credited 
to their ‘‘do a good turn daily’’ ree- 
ord. 

Columbus Junction—Mrs. E. Tucker, 
Aberdeen, Washington, donated to the 
library 112 volumes. A library benefit 
tea, sponsored by the federated clubs, 
was held at the Community building 
November 1. 

Coon Rapids—The old library build- 
ing is being razed to make room for the 
erection of a two-story library on the 
same site. 

Council Bluffs—Frances Saar and 
Ruth Ford resigned in September in 
order to attend college. Germaine 
Krettek and Doris Graves were ap- 
pointed to take their places at the loan 
desk. 

A patron who believes in the value 
of summer reading for children asked 
to have a collection of books sent to 
her home for the use of her own chil- 
dren and those of her neighbors. It 
was found at the end of the summer 
that she had issued 1,200 books. 

A summer station in the west end, 
in charge of two N. Y. A. girls, issued 
over a thousand books, the children be- 
ing by far the best patrons. 

The indexing of early Council Bluffs 
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newspapers is progressing and in time 
all important items of historical inter- 
est will be readily available. 

Creston—The new wing of the Ma- 
tilda J. Gibson Memorial Library was 
presented to the public November 6. 
At two o’clock the doors to the new 
rooms which have been added to the 
building were opened to allow for the 
first public inspection of the quarters 
which will be put into use at once. The 
opening ceremony consisted of ‘‘open 
house’’ from two until five o’clock and 
from seven until nine o’clock visitors 
were conducted through the building 
to see the improvements which a $7,500 
gift from the Frank Phillips foundation 
made possible. 

The large portrait of Matilda J. Gib- 
son, in whose memory the original 
$25,000 building was given by her 
daughter, Mrs. Phillips, was unveiled. 

Dallas Center—The goal of the Dal- 
las Center Woman’s Club, to have a 
library open to the public, was realized 
October 27, when the books were on 
the shelves in Ray A. Emmert’s law 
office ready for use. It will be open 
twice a week for the time being. 

Davenport—A young people’s mod- 
ern book alcove to serve high school 
students with a place to read their 
favorite pleasure and recreation books 
has been opened. The new addition, 
situated on the main floor, will be a 
permanent fixture, not for study but 
merely a recreational room. 

Decorah Public Library—Alterations 
in the library have provided additional 
space for filing back numbers of maga- 
zines. This library is proud of the per 
capita circulation, which is 11 books. 

Of the 125 new children’s books dis- 
played during Book Week, 40 were 
bought by Mrs. Nelle A. Paine through 
the trust fund which has just been set 
up under the terms of the will of the 
late H. D. Paine. This provides that 
the income be used for the purchase 
of children’s books for the Marion 
Paine Memorial Shelf. For years Miss 
Paine served as an assistant in the li- 
brary, where she daily came in contact 
with the children whom she loved. 


Decorah — Luther College — Martha 
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Selness is a new member of the library 
staff. She is a 1938 Luther graduate. 


Denison—Mrs. Ethel Moffitt, more 
than ten years librarian, resigned in 
August. Helen Godberson, who has 
been assistant for two years, was 
elected librarian. Mrs Moffitt’s resig- 
nation was received with regret by 
members of the board and patrons of 
the library. Patricia O’Connor, a high 
school senior, was named assistant li- 
brarian. 

Des Moines—Dowling College—Jean 
MeCormack, formerly of the Marshall- 
town Publie Library, was elected libra- 
rian. 

Des Moines—State Traveling Library 
—Valborg Bestul, for two years a mem- 
ber of the Luther College Library staff, 
began her studies as cataloger October 
1. Miss Bestul is a graduate of Con- 
cordia College, Minnesota, and Wiscon- 
sin Library School. She has also done 
graduate work at University of South- 
ern California and Michigan Library 
School. 

Dubuque—County Library Associa- 
tion—The annual meeting of the as- 
sociation was held October 7. Blanche 
A. Smith, librarian, Iowa State Trav- 
eling Library, and Joseph Flynn, su- 
perintendent of Dubuque County 
schools, spoke. The following officers 
were elected: Mrs. Hubert Landgraf, 
president; Mrs. W. A. Smith, first vice- 
president; Mrs. J. L. Cavins, second 
vice-president ; Olive Adams, secretary ; 
and Mrs. John Mulfinger, treasurer. 

Miss Seitz writes: ‘‘Yesterday we 
were invited to one of the schools at 
two o’clock in the afternoon. The 
children came to the Bookmobile to 
meet us and as we entered the school 
they sang ‘Happy birthday to the 
Bookmobile.’ One of the pupils acted 
as master of ceremonies and introduced 
the numbers on their program, which 
consisted of original poems written by 
the children about the Bookmobile. 
The program concluded with another 
song and they presented us with a 
book, ‘This way to the farm,’ purchased 
with pennies saved by the children.’’ 

Dubuque — Public Library — Future 
expansion for the library is anticipated 
by the library board in the purchase 
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of adjoining property. The newly ae. 
quired property will be developed as 
a park until needed as an addition to 
the library building. 

Eddyville—Remodeling and _ redee- 
oration have made a great improvement 
in the library. 


Elkader—The library has moved to 
larger and more convenient quarters, 
The town council has had the former 
city hall remodeled so that about four. 
fifths of the large room can be used 
for library purposes. In addition to 
giving considerably more room for 
books and providing reading-room fa- 
cilities, the new location has a ground 
floor entrance. 

Elisworth—For those who need to 
use them, 25 oblong serving trays have 
been placed in the library. The fee is 
25 cents for each time they are taken 
out and a limit of two or three days is 
placed on them. 

Estherville — ‘‘It’s worth all the 
trouble,’’ Miss Peterson writes in re- 
gard to the redecoration and installing 
of new lights in the library. 


Fairfield — Parsons College — Phil 
Stong has given the college the com- 
plete original manuscript and proofs of 
his novel ‘‘Buckskin breeches’’ and an 
autographed copy of his latest book, 
‘*Horses and Americans.’’ Mr. Stong 
has made this gift to the college in 
appreciation for the honorary degree 
of Litt.D., which was awarded him last 
June. 

Fort Dodge—On November 1, Mary 
F. Parmelee, of Watertown, South Da- 
kota, began her work as librarian, sue 
ceeding Alice Story, who went to Ce 
dar Rapids. A graduate of Grinnell 
College and Illinois Library School and 
formerly a member of the Iowa Library 
Commission staff, Miss Parmelee needs 
no introduction to Iowa librarians, who 
are happy to welcome her home again. 

Former mayor C. V. Findlay was 
paid special honor in the September 
issue of American Municipalities as one 
of two Iowa city officials with longest 
continuous service in one office. Mr. 
Findlay was honored in recognition of 
his service as trustee and president of 
the library board, receiving a $20 cash 
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award for the distinction. The records 
show he served as trustee eight years 
before he became president 28 years 
ago, a position he has held ever since. 

Gladbrook—A reading room has been 
opened for the children of the com- 
munity. It is open from two to five 
o'clock Saturday, during which time 
members of the Community Woman’s 
Club volunteer to supervise it. A 
doubled circulation indicates that the 
effort is worth while. 

Graettinger — A Harvest Campaign 
was carried on in which donations of 
a bushel of corn or a chicken were so- 
licited by the library board. Products 
were to be turned in at the local ele- 
vators or produce stations where a slip, 


' signed by the manager, was turned 


over to the library board. Cash dona- 
tions were also acceptable. 

Guttenberg—The new $75,000 mu- 
nicipal building was dedicated Novem- 
ber 5, 1939. The publie library is lo- 
eated on the second floor. 

Harlan—A welcome gift of 150 ju- 
venile books from Superintendent W. 
F. Johnson was used during Book 
Week. 

Hudson—The library will be con- 
ducted by Dorothy Gregg and Edna 
Mae MeFarlane, who are employed 
through NYA. — 

Inwood—The annual library open 
house held Saturday, November 18, was 
a great success from every point of 
view. Coffee and cakes were served 
by the Legion Auxiliary. All who at- 
tended did so under the condition that 
they take home a book and read it. 

Indianola — Simpson College — Mrs. 
John F. Schee and her two daughters, 
Mrs. Elmer Blu, of Duluth, Minnesota, 
and Mrs. G. W. Robnett, of Evanston, 
Illinois, have presented the library with 
63 volumes from the late John F. Schee 
library. 

Iowa City—State University—‘‘In- 
troducing the library’’ and ‘‘The Uni- 
versity Libraries: where—what—how’”’ 
are two attractive new booklets pre- 
pared by Emma Felsenthal, instructor 
in library methods. The first is pri- 
marily for freshmen and is distributed 
during the first week of school. The 


second is for upper-classmen and 
graduates. 

Maxene R. Hubbard, B.A., Carleton 
College, Northfield, Minnesota, 1938, 
and University of Illinois Library 
School, 1939, sueceeded Catherine Amy 
Powers as circulation assistant. Miss 
Powers resigned to accept the position 
of assistant in the extension division 
of the Indiana State Library. 


Jefferson—For the first time in the 
history of the library a rental shelf 
has been made available to the patrons. 
This rental shelf is being used by the 
board as a means of increasing the 
number of ntw books. The amount of 
money from present revenue sources 
has been insufficient to meet the de- 
mands of the readers. 

Keokuk—The new children’s room 
at the library, made possible by the 
gift of $1,000 by the late Frank Knight, 
is attracting from 120 to 140 boys and 
girls a day. Katherine Kiedaisch and 
Mrs. Sarah Hollingsworth are in 
charge. 

Lake Mills—Members of the library 
board have voted to spend $100 for 
new books. This is the first purchase 
of new books in two years, as funds 
brought in through the tax levy do 
not allow for much accumulation after 
the regular operating expenses are 
paid. 

Lake Park—Mrs. Loretta Palmer has 
been appointed librarian. She is to be 
assisted by Jeanne Christopherson and 
Marilyn Peterson. 

Lamoni Public Library—Mrs. Bennie 
Lou Judson is the new WPA library 
assistant. 

The ‘‘As you like it elub,’’ a feder- 
ated organization, sponsors projects 
for raising funds for the library. Dur- 
ing the past year their project was 
providing community calendars. These 
ealendars are attractive, the idea a 
cleverly worked out project. In the 
top center of the page is a picture of 
the inside of the reading room of the 
library and bordering the edge are the 
names and advertisements of those who 
contributed toward the support of the 
library. On the pad itself are the names 
of many people whose birthday falls 
on the date on which their names are 
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written. The library realized more 
than $100 from this project to add to 
their funds for purchase of new books. 

Lamoni—Graceland College—About 
200 pictures have been added to the 
library. The plan is to have these for 
circulation for the use of students in 
their rooms. Old masters and modern 
artists are represented in this colleec- 
tion which is intended to bring about 
a better appreciation of art. 

Le Mars—The annual trustees’ din- 
ner November 15 was followed by an 
informal social evening. It is said that 
the trustees laid aside dignity and en- 
tered into the spirit of the games in- 
dulged in. Good feeling and uvder- 
standing result from such g»therings. 

Letts—The formal opening of the li- 
brary in its new quarters was held Sep- 
tember 1. 

Manly—The new decorations and 
lighting for the librarv were celebrated 
by a Silver Tea November 15. 

Maquoketa—Mayor L. C Schroeder 
issued a proclamation asking for the 
observance of national Book Week No- 
vember 13 to 18. 

Dr. D. N. Loose has given an addi- 
tional $100 for the purchase of non- 
fiction books for the Francelia Loose 
Memorial section. 

The library was named in the will of 
Mrs. A. B. Bower. She bequeathed to 
it her books and part of a $5,000 insur- 
ance policy. 

Marshalltown—Helen Rex, librarian, 
was named by the Marshalltown Busi- 
ness and Professional Woman’s Club 
as one of two outstanding women. 

Mason City—The hope that they will 
be in the beautiful new build'ng by 
Christmas is being cherished by every 
staff member and every friend of the 
library. Packing of books, papers and 
magazines has begun by way of prep- 
aration for transfer to the new quar- 
ters. 

Milford—tThe library is now located 
in the northeast corner of the new town 
hall. 

Nashua—The Lions Club donated $15 
to the public library for the purchase 
of books. Mrs. Elvira French, who 
died a year ago, left $100 to the li- 
brary. 
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Newell—aA benefit tea raised $15 for 
the library. The, American Legion do. 
nated $10 more. 

Newton—Blanche Maytag began her 
duties as librarian October 1. She was 
assistant librarian in Newton before 
going to Columbia University Lib 
School. She has been on the staff of 
the Clinton Public Library for the past 
year. Gypsy Patton will have charge 
of the children’s work. 

Ocheyedan—A recent gift made pos. 
sible the purchase of some new books 
for the children. Alice Pool, a former 
teacher, died after an illness of eight 
years. During her illness she saved 
little gifts of money which came to her, 
putting them in this special fund to 
be used after her death for children’s 
books. The fund amounted to $20. 

Oskaloosa—Mrs. R. D. Walton, chil- 
dren’s librarian, has been appointed 
assistant librarian. Mrs. Ben Lewis, 
who has been a member of the staff 
for ten years, has resigned. 

Pomeroy—A benefit movie, spon- 
sored by the Community Club, cleared 
$30 for purchase of new books for the 
library. 

Sidney—Library Tag Day netted 
$17.88 for the library. 

Sioux City—Bluma Olensky, asssist- 
ant in the adult department, has been 
granted a leave of absence to attend 
I'brary school in California. Kathryn 
Tharp, who finished the Columbia Li- 
brary School course in June, has re- 
turned as assistant in the adult depart- 
ment. 

Strawberry Point—Mrs. Myron Sie 
men accepted the position of librarian, 
taking the place of Joyce Preston, who, 
with her parents, moved to their new 
home at Kenosha, Wisconsin. 

The Library Tag Day, conducted by 
the Fortnightly Club, resulted in $110, 
which will be used to buy books for 
the library. 

Tama—The library has acquired 4 
new desk and chair for use of the l- 
brarian and three sections of shelving 
which will hold reference books. The 
new furniture and rearrangement 
the library have made a real improve- 
ment in appearance and service. 











West Bend—A special moving pic- 
ture show at the school house and at 
the local theater cleared $40 for the 


library. 


Book Week, 1939 


Schools came to the libraries and the 
libraries went to the schools. Teas, 
storv hours, exhibits and programs 
were used to bring people and books 
together during Book Week. Doll dis- 
plays attracted attention at Clear Lake, 
Chariton and West Union. A ‘‘Living 
window’’ at Newton, where children 
appeared in foreign costume, was ecar- 
ried out with the help of the P. T. A. 
president, mothers and _ librarians. 
“Fairy tales of the world’’ was the 
theme selected and developed in the 
Cedar Falls Publie Library. Increased 
cirenlation over the state bears witness 
to the advisability of taking time to 
emphasize the service which the libra- 
ries can give. 


School Librarians Meet 


The school librarians’ section of the 
Iowa State Teachers Association met 
Friday, November 3, 1939, at the Hotel 
Savery, Des Moines, with 55 present. 
Mrs. Lura C. Long, North High School, 
Des Moines, presided. 

Following the luncheon, Marian 
Young, children’s librarian of the Des 
Moines Publie Library, reported her 
impressions of the Children’s Institute 
held in connection with the national 
American Library Association confer- 
ence. Emphasis was placed on the need 
for a more sturdy, real, red-blooded 
literature for children. 

Blanche A. Smith, librarian of the 
State Traveling Library, spoke on 
“‘Let’s look at school libraries.’’ Stress 
was placed on the need for reading and 
the importance of making the library 
the living room of the school. Coop- 
eration between departments is more 
necessary now than ever before. 

A. J. Steffy, regional supervisor from 
the State Department of Public Instrue- 
tion, in his talk, ‘‘ The state department 
of education aids our school libraries,’’ 
explained the effort being carried on 
this year to raise and define standards. 


He called attention to the new bulletin, 
“*The school library.’’ This contains 
the minimum requirements and stand- 
ards for school libraries, as well as 
recommended reference books. 

At the business meeting, Thelma 
Spicer, Oelwein High School, was 
elected chairman for 1940 and Myrtle 
Dunlap, Sudlow Intermediate School, 
Davenport, secretary. 


Iowa Goes to Library School 


These Towans are attending accred- 
ited library schools: 
Carnegie Library School, Pittsburgh 
Ledlie, Mary Elizabeth, Carlisle 
Columbia University 
Chamberlin, Marian, Muscatine 
Egbert, Dorothy K., Cedar Falls 
Johnston, Marjorie M., Council Bluffs 
Kemp, Frances G., Des Moines 
Landgraf, Mary Jean, Waterloo 
University of Denver 
Goudy, Winifred, Cedar Rapids 
Univer-ity of Illinois 
Halloran, Joan, Audubon 
Herrick, Ruth Miriam, Bettendorf 
Kearns, Amelia, Dubuque 
Schley, Ruth, Council Bluffs 
Shannon, Bernice Blanche, Des Moines 
Welstead, Doris E., Waterloo 
University of Michigan 
Carhart, Forrest F., Jr., Des Moines 
Ferring, Geraldine, Des Moines 
Rod, Donald O., Roland 
University of Minnesota 
Hawkins, Catherine, Des Moines 
Mason, Marjorie, Webster City 
Van Tress. Ruth, Dallas 
Simmons College 
Cretzmever, Margaret Jo, Emmetsburg 
Pryor, Betty Lu, Burlington 
Western Reserve University 
MeMillan, Jean, Traer 
Meade, Mary Jo, Oxford 


The Libraries in War Time 
‘‘We must bear strongly in mind 
that the United States is a neutral coun- 
try, that our libraries are not a branch 
of military service, that we are not 
committed to destroying anything or 
hating any race or people. The job of 
libraries is to be good librarians; to 
disseminate with strict impartiality the 
useful, good, and noble thought of 
man; to administrate effectively the ar- 
senal of peace and civilization, which 

has no ammunition but reason.’’ 
There is a timely message in this 
editorial from the November, 1914, is- 
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sue of the Wason Library Bulletin, 
which librarians may reconsider in the 
light of present day conditions. 


Junior Members Round Table 


The Iowa Junior Members Round Ta- 
ble held its annual meeting October 
15, 1939, at the Grace Ransom Tea 
Room in Des Moines. There were 52 en- 
thusiastic members present. Ruth Gin- 
zer presided. 

Victoria Hargrave gave e report of 
the local indexes committee of which 
she is chairman. During the past five 
months, 119 entries have been received 
from the 296 letters sent to libraries 
of the state. A wide range of subjects 
is covered by these entries ranging 
from sports to diseases of famous peo- 
ple. It is the hope of the Junior Mem- 
bers that this list of indexes will prove 
helpful to Iowa libraries. 

Irene Fetty, national chairman of 
the Junior Members Round Table, re- 
ported the national meeting at San 
Francisco and explained the purpose 
and objectives of the organization. 

Marian Young, national coordinator, 
explained the work of the Third Ae- 
tivities Committee of the American Li- 
brary Association. 

Emphasis was placed on the impor- 
tance of increasing the membership of 
the state. Dues of $1 are to be paid 
by each member once during the time 
that he is active in the group. These 
are payable to the treasurer. Because 
of lack of funds, an assessment of 35 
cents was made to meet running ex- 
penses. 

Election of officers was as follows: 


Dorothea M. Fox, Cedar Rapids, state chair- 
man 

Ruth MeFaddon, Des Moines, secretary 

Fred Folmer, State University of Iowa, Iowa 
City, treasurer 


The following committees have been 


appointed : 
Editorial 


Margaret Davidson, State Traveling Library, 
Des Moines, chairman 

Elizabeth Robb, State University of Iowa, 
Iowa City 

Florence Butler, Sioux City 

Edna Erickson, Cedar Rapids 


Memberhip 


Marjorie Donaldson, Ames, chairman 


Helen Stevens, Boone 
Marian Young, Des Moines 
Morton Whitley, Des Moines 
Jean Cassel, States University of Towa, Tows 
City 
Edna Vanek, Davenport 
Cicely Hinton, Mason City 
Finance 


Fred Folmer. State University of Iowa, Iowg 
City, chairman ; 

Trene Anderson, Des Moines 

Edith Sperry, Des Moines 

Morton Whitley, Des Moines 


Librarian of State Traveling Library 


Those who heard Miss Robinson’s re. 
port of the Iowa Library Commission 
which she gave at the state library 
meeting at Fort Dodge did not realize 
that it was the last report of the Li 
brary Commission which would ever 
be made. Five months later the Li 
brary Commission ceased to exist, and 
the State Traveling Library came into 
being. This, as vou know, was formed 
by the combination of the General State 
Library, the Library Commission and 
the Economies and Sociology Division 
of the Law Library. The two-fold duty 
of the Commission is passed on to the 
newly organized library. This is: (1) 
The extension and supervision of i 
brary service in Towa, and (2) Loan 
of books throughout the state. 

The elimination of duplicated serv- 
ice on the part of the staff and the com 
bined book stocks have made a larger, 
and better service possible to the peo 
ple of Iowa. Our circulation statistie 
show that this has been appreciated, 
the increase over the previous year be- 
ing 10,928. There were 7,104 new books 
added to our collection. 


The active campaign for the estab- 
lishment of regional libraries created 


.a new interest in library affairs. Re 


quests for service and information 
about the kinds of service which we 
ean render have multiplied. 


Small libraries continue to spring 
into being. We regret this but at the 
same time realize that it shows that 
the time is approaching when the resi 
dents in small towns and rural com 
munities will not be satisfied to be 
without library service. Those who 


have known the advantages which come 
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with library service will not ever wish 
to be without it. They can be depended 
on to speak for us when the time comes 
to ask for added appropriations to 
earry on the work through regional 
centers. 

A questionnaire was sent out to the 
libraries of the state to ascertain the 
practice concerning rural people. There 
were eight questions. The first, ‘‘How 
much do you charge rural borrowers 
for the use of library per year?’’ 272 
libraries answered; 81 of them said 
that they do not make any charge; the 
others charge from $2.50 a year to 10 
eents a year; the largest number, 141, 
agree that $1 a year is a reasonable 
rate; 134 charge for a fraction of a 
year. 

The second question, ‘‘Do other mem- 
bers of the family use the card?’’ Two 
hundred eleven of 272 who replied al- 
low the family use of the ecard. The 
third question concerned the use of 
the library by rural teachers; 87 libra- 
ries reported that they do not make 
any charge; 181 make a charge rang- 
ing from $5 to 10 cents; and again 
$1 is accepted as the reasonable rate 
by 113 of the libraries. In regard to 
the number of books which teachers 
may take, 58 do not limit; others range 
from 25 to 1; 18 allow 10 books at 
once. There is a wide variation in the 
length of loan; in 20 libraries it is un- 
limited ; in others the scale is from 12 
weeks to one week; 155 libraries set 
the time as two weeks; 55 as four. In 
regard to the use of the library by rural 
pupils, we find that 86 libraries charge 
for the use of the library and 176 do 
not; high school pupils pay for the use 
of the library during the summer in 
138 libraries; there is no charge in 126 
of the libraries which reported. Re- 
ports from 45 libraries show that they 
have contracts with schools or other 
communities, and 220 do not. Such 
variations point to the need of more 
wiform practices. 

We have friends who are interested 
in library development in Iowa. The 
Library Extension Committee of the 
Federation of Women’s Clubs wishes 
toreach every county of the state. The 
Farm Bureau women are studying the 
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situation and using their influence for 
the establishment of better rural serv- 
ice. The young people’s discussion 
groups are studying the place of the 
library in our democratic manner of 
life. But the chief effort must come 
from the librarians and the library 
trustees. 

The WPA regional demonstration is 
about ready to start. The books have 
been catalogued and will be placed in 
the trucks which are ordered and sent 
out to the people. This, we hope, will 
show what we mean when we talk 
about taking the books to the people 
in rural areas. 

The Dubuque County Library Asso- 
ciation has just celebrated their truck’s 
first birthday and report that in the 
12 months it has traveled 11,836 miles. 
The enthusiasm over the work which 
is being carried on in that county dem- 
onstrates the appreciation of the peo- 
ple of the county. The requests for 
service from across the county line 
point to a development of regional serv- 
ice. The same thing is happening in 
the other counties where county serv- 
ice is being offered. Everything points 
to the wisdom of enlarging the sphere 
of service. 

We believe that another effort to 
secure Federal Aid for education, 
which includes rural library service. 
will be successful. We also believe that 
another effort to secure additional ap- 
propriation for developing regional li- 
braries here in our own state will meet 
with deeper understanding on the part 
of citizens, legislators and librarians. 
The time must come when there will be 
no disadvantage from living outside 
city lines, when the rural person will 
have access to books just as he now 
has good roads and an equal chance for 


edueation. 
—BLANCHE A. Situ, Librarian 


Report of Third Activities Committee 
of A. L. A. 

During the last year I have attended 
state library meetings from the east to 
the west coast. There is a very decided 
difference in the individuality of state 
library associations. In the midwest 
there seems to be a much greater inter- 
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est in the reorganization of the profes- 
sion than was apparent in the east. 

The reorganization of the A. L. A. 
should begin from the bottom up, with 
the districts, rather than from the top 
down. I regard the Report now before 
you for your consideration as only the 
first step toward this ideal, and not the 
ideal itself. It is not the Report of the 
Committee, but of hundreds of libra- 
rians in the country, all of whom have 
given us help and recommendations 
and suggestions. If there ever was a 
report which represented the feelings 
of a very great many of the members of 
an association, this report does. 

The ideal organization will commence 
with the districts. The districts will be 
represented on the Executive Board of 
the state associations; the state asso- 
ciations will be represented on the gov- 
erning body of the A. L. A. National 
committees will have state representa- 
tives on them, and the state committee 
will inelude district representatives. 
Then we shall reach the librarians in 
the small towns. We shall not tell 
them what they ought to do, they will 
tell us what the A. L. A. ean do to 
help them. Then the A. L. A. will be 
in touch with the great mass of libra- 
rians working at small salaries in li- 
braries with incomes under $5000. Not 
only are their resources small, but they 
are in a position to reach the great mass 
of the rural population who are with- 
out library service. 

The proposed reorganization of the 
A. L. A. is a move towards democracy. 
The Council, instead of being composed, 
as at present, largely of ex officio mem- 
bers, will be made up of elected dele- 
gates from state associations, and from 
group divisions such as the college and 
school librarians. The delegates will 
be responsible to the groups that elect 
them. Iowa will have several delegates 
on the Council. These delegates will 
make known to the Council your 
wishes. Each member of the A. L. A. 
in Iowa can call the attention of his 
representative to any matters which 
need the attention of the Council. 

The Council, when it is reorganized, 
will be the Nomination Committee. 
Members of the Council will have the 


right to nominate candidates for the 
office of President, and other Offices, 
of the Association. The Council wij 
ballot to determine the names of the 
two candidates for each office which 
are to be submitted to the membershi 
at large for vote. At present the Nom. 
inating Committee appointed by the 
Executive Board give the membership 
the names of two nominees for each 
office from which to select. The mem. 
bership does not elect—it simply ge 
lects one of two names. Under the 
new system, your representative will 
have a voice in determining the nom. 
inations. 

The new form of organization will 
give autonomy to the separate groups 
in the conduct of their own affairs 
The children’s librarians section will 
appoint their own committees. The 
elected officers of the group will be 
the official committee to be consulted 
on matters of policy relating to activi 
ties in the field covered by the group. 
There will no longer be committees 
appointed by the Executive Board to 


conduct the Activities in special fields 
—Cnas. H. Brown, Chairman 


Extension Committee 


The Extension Committee for lé- 
brary Service has no formal report 
make for 1938-1939. At the September, 
1938, meeting at Fort Dodge, the asse 
ciation adopted our recommendation t 
divide the state into nine districts, fol 
lowing the division made by the Farm 
Bureau. The plan of the committe 
was to have each library chairman co 
tact all of the librarians in her distrit 
but to have key librarians of the die 
trict responsible for committee work 
with the librarians of the smaller com 
munities, thereby providing a network 
to cover the whole state. Each libre 
rian was to work in cooperation with 
her corresponding Farm Bureau leadé 
Due to pressure of other activities, lag 
of facilities and lack of opportunity, 
we did not attain as great results # 
we had hoped. However, a beginmiig 
has been made. We believe that# 
great measure of the success of 
legislative bill which consolidated 
State Library, the Library Commi 
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and the Economies Library was due to 
the fact that we had the cooperation 
of the Farm Bureau. The Farm Bureau 
leaders realized their need for library 
service and worked with great interest 
and much effort. 

We wish to thank all of the members 
of the Association for their coopera- 
tion and their help. We know that 
much has been accomplished in the 
right direction. If more funds were 
allowed, state-wide service should be 
accomplished. It is our recommenda- 
tion that for this coming year the same 
plan be followed. Leaders should so 
organize their districts that each libra- 
rian would be contacted and be made 
part of a system to create a demand 
for library service for all. We must 
continue to seek the help and coopera- 
tion of all organizations and of the 
Farm Bureau, primarily. The ground 
work should be laid so that when the 
legislature convenes next year, we will 
be united and have our method of pro- 
eedure definitely formulated for state- 
wide service. 

—FRANCES WARNER, Chairman 


Certification Board 


The Certification Board of the Iowa 
Library Association held two meetings 
this past year, one on December 16, 
1938, and the other on July 28, 1939. 

The Board proceeded much the same 
asin the past years. Eight additional 
certificates were issued; these being 
three B certificates, two C certificates, 
and three D certificates. Two other 
certificates were re-examined and the 
grades changed to A. 

The bill for the certification of Iowa 
librarians introduced into the last ses- 
sion of the General Assembly you have 
already heard discussed in another ses- 
sion of this meeting. 

The number of certificates issued the 
past year has not been as large as in 
former years due to two factors: (1) 
The uncertainty which prevailed for 
several weeks concerning the passage 
of the Certification Bill; (2) The pres- 
tnt plan of certification has become 
fairly well established and since the A 
certificates run for life, the B certifi- 
tates for five years, and the C certifi- 


cates for three years, the applications 
for certification are not so numerous as 
in the past. 

However, if the holder of a certificate 
has done research work, received an 
academic degree or acquired sufficient 
experience to enable her to receive ad- 
vanced rating, the Board will gladly 
consider an application for the same. 
A number of letters were sent during 
the past year to those whose certifi- 
cates had expired asking them to make 
application for renewals. 

The Board has issued 246 certificates. 
In some few instances the entire staff 
of a library holds certificates. How- 
ever, there are many Iowa librarians 
still uncertified. The Board urges those 
who are interested in certification and 
its privileges to see that the staffs with 
which they work are certified. The li- 
brarians of Iowa will have a certifica- 
tion law much sooner, if they have a 
strong organization back of the move- 


ment. 
—ANNA JEAN EvANns, Chairman 


Changes in Library Boards 

Algona—Judge W. B. Quarton sue- 
ceeds 8. E. MeMahon as president of 
the library board. 

Ames—Rev. Arthur R. McLaughlin, 
pastor of the First Congregational 
Church, succeeds the late Lee W. For- 
man. 

Anamosa—Mrs. Elsie Beech succeeds 
Harriett Cunningham. 

Denison—Rev. C. W. Schmidt, Lu- 
theran pastor, succeeds Mrs. Mae Pat- 
terson, who now lives in Omaha. 

De Witt—Mrs. D. C. Snyder takes 
Mrs. O. H. Joy’s place. 

Farnhamville — Trustees of the li- 
brary are: Mrs. M. C. Farnham, Mrs. 
A. J. Wyatt, Mrs. C. H. Worsley, Mrs. 
Wayne Babeock and Mrs. C. R. Rey- 
nolds. 

Harlan—Mrs. G. W. Cullison, Mrs. 
B. B. Griffith and G. K. Swift are new 
members of the library board. 

Lamoni—Mrs. Isla Kaestner, a mem- 
ber of the public school faculty, sue- 
ceeds Mrs. Ruth Roberts, who has 
moved away. 

New Hampton—Mrs. Francis Ken- 
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nedy has been appointed as the new 
member of the library board. 


Orange City—John Schoep has been 
appointed to the place left vacant by 
the death of Gt. Kloy. 


Remsen—The library board is com- 
posed as follows: Mrs. E. L. Lloyd, 
president; Paul:,Grier, vice-president ; 
Mrs. A. D. Ohlendorf, secretary ; Mrs. 
F. J. Hussey, treasurer; M. M. Grie- 
penburg, Mrs. A. M. Beck and Mrs. 
A. C. Moeller. 


Shenandoah—Mrs. Frank Nye has 
resigned as a member of the library 
board since her appointment as house 
mother in the boys’ dormitory at Grin- 
nell College. 


Sioux City—Geo. W. Dunn has been 
appointed to fill the place of Dr. Theo- 
dore N. Lewis, president of the board, 
who resigned because he moved from 
the city. Mrs. S. F. Hoffman was 
elected president and Mrs. J. Kelliher, 
vice-president. 


Necrology 

Lee W. Forman, president of the 
Ames library board, died September 9, 
1939. During his 17 years of member- 
ship on the board, he made distinct 
contributions to the institution. He 
was much interested in the addition to 
the library now under construction. He 
is greatly missed by the members of 
the board as well as his other friends 
and acquaintances. 


After an illness of several months, 
E. J. Gilmore, a member of the Algona 
Public Library board, passed away 
November 7, 1939. For 50 years or 
more, Mr. Gilmore has worked for the 
development of the community. He 
was known as a sturdy, dependable 
citizen who served his church, social 
organizations and the library board, of 
which he was vice-president, at the 
time of his death. 


The Orange City library suffered a 
loss in the spring in the sudden death 
of Gt. Kloy, vice-president of the li- 
brary board. 

Mrs. John B. Murdough, one of the 
organizers of the Woman’s Club Li- 
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brary, Tama’s first library, died 
tember 24, 1939, at Ludington, Migehj- 
gan. The Woman’s Club Library, lo. 
eated on the second floor of the old 
First National Bank building, served 
until the building of the Carnegie Li. 
brary. 


The Cattermole Memorial Library 
board, Fort Madison, lost a valued 
member in the death of Mrs. 

Paul, August 11, 1939, following a 
year’s illness. 


Board Members Must Lead 


**After awhile (the interested lay. 
man) may begin to realize that the 
eause of libraries is one of the finest 
in our modern world to which he can 
give time and strength and such abil- 
ity as he has; and the dividends that 
working in the interests of libraries 
bring cannot be estimated in the tire 
some statistical stuff heaped upon ws 
nowadays—the dividends are the m- 
seen ones that go to make this a better 
world in a thousand quiet ways. When 
intelligent librarians and _ interested 
laymen really get together in America 
with the determination to make the 
library equal in meaning and power to 
any other of the basic American insti 
tutions, it will be a day of tremendous 
promise in American life. I hope de 
votedly that the day may come,”— 
From letter by A. W. Peach, President, 
Better Library Movement of Vermont, 
in The Saturday Review of Literature, 
August 6, 1938, p. 9. 


Books and Tularemia 


From the division of preventable dis 
eases, Department of Health, we have 
the following information in answer # 
requests which have come to us: 


‘¢We have no information indicating that 
books play any part in the spread of f 
remia, Case records pertaining to patients 
who had tularemia or rabbit fever during 
past season indicate that almost without & 
ception every case was definitely tr 
to direct contact with wild rabbits 
hunting or while dressing the animals. 
is not likely that many books are conta 
inated with the germ of tularemia. 
over, the germ dies soon after leaving the 
body of a warm blooded animal.’’ 
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This section of the Jowa Library Quarterly containing the talks given 


at the Trustees’ 
by the courtesy of the 


Libraries and Our Democracy 

First, let’s ask ourselves the question, 
what is a democracy? Webster defines 
the word as, ‘‘a government by the 
people.” I particularly liked the way 
Des Moines’ own Dr. John W. Stude- 
baker, now United States Commissioner 
of Education, defined a democracy. You 
remember that he spoke before the Con- 
gress for Democracy held at Teachers 
College, Columbia University, early this 
year. He says, ‘‘Democracy is a way 
of living for free people, a way of get- 
ting along together, in groups of all 
kinds, in families, in associations, and 
in business.”’ 

What do you think man’s most valu- 
able possession in the democracy is? 
A commentator the other day said, 
“Man’s mind is his most valuable pos- 
session.” Man may lose his sight, his 
hearing, and even lose general use of 
his body—yet he can retain his position 
in life. But when man has lost his 
mind, he has lost everything else in 
life. So the minds of its citizens should 
be the major concern of every democ- 
racy in the world. What we do with 
our minds may seem like our own busi- 
ness. Actually it is the business of 
everyone with whom we come in con- 
tact. Every one of us—young or old, 
man or woman, has a responsibility to 
fulfill as an individual citizen of a de- 
mocracy. 

In our early civilization, primitive 
man could not shirk his individual re- 
sponsibility. He met it boldly or else 
he no longer survived. Life was cruel. 
In the world today, democracy does 


supper at the Hotel Savery October 15 is made 
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possible 
Association. 


not want to meet its problems by force. 
We hope we have advanced from the 
stage of primitive man and meet our 
problems through the education of the 
minds of the citizens. Yet 


Most of us take our libraries-as’ much 


for granted as we do our schools, Our 7° 


churches, yes, even ou MWiemocracies. 

We decline to assume any persvnal fe- 
sponsibility for them, yet we know it 
is definitely true that our democracies 
must depend for success upon intelli- 
gent, well informed and thoughtful 
publie citizens. 

We like to think the library is an 
American institution that is typical of 
this country. Do you know there are 
approximately 45,000,000 people in the 
United States who have never had ae- 
cess to books and study materials such 
as our public libraries offer? Is it safe 
for us to let 45,000,000 people continue 
without access to books and free read- 
ing material? We all know there are 
dozens of agencies at work in the 
United States who are assuming this 
responsibility and who are seeing to 
it that these people have propaganda 
issued by their organizations. Can we 
as citizens rightfully criticize a class 
of people for accepting the ‘‘isms”’ of 
today, when they have had no chance 
to read or form opinions for them- 
selves? 

It was the late President Burton of 
University of Michigan who said, ‘*‘ The 
average college man reaches his intel- 
leetual watershed on Commencement 
Day and goes steadily down from that 
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point on.’’ Some people may argue 
that this is not the business of the pub- 
lie library, but if the library is to be 
rightfully called ‘‘The People’s Uni- 
versity,’’ it must be an active and rec- 
ognized foree in the daily life of men 
and women in every community. Even 
the old adage ‘‘we never grow too old 
to learn’’ can be summed up in the 
words Adult Education. 


In one of our P. T. A.’s with the help 
of our principal, a group of us pre- 
pared a questionnaire, hoping to find 
out what type of programs were most 
in demand. One of the questions asked 
was, ‘‘Have you visited the public li- 
brary in the last six months?’’ On 
checking, we found out of a hundred 
people that 33 1/3 per cent of them 
had not visited the library in the last 
six months. We also asked what radio 
programs they enjoyed most, if they 
would like free movies, what kind they 
wished, what other type of program 
would they enjoy? 

Out of that survey, this fact was 
the most important to me. Out of that 
33 1/3 per cent who did not visit the 
library, we found almost without ex- 
ception that no one even ventured to 
express an opinion. What is that group 
of 33 1/3 per cent thinking about? Are 
they a part of those 45,000,000 people 
who are willingly listening to the new 
‘‘isms’’ that have appeared overnight 
in our democracy? 

More than a century ago an English 
poet wrote, ‘‘Many know what they 
hate, but few know what they love.”’ 
Are these 45,000,000 growing to hate 
democracy? Today we seem to hate 
so much. The whole world has been 
struck by a giant epidemic of hatred. 
We seem to have forgotten to look for 
anything else. Tolerance is gone. No 
one can meet and master the issues of 
today unless first he has read and 
studied them from all sides. Let us 
not be biased. There is an old Chinese 
proverb that says, ‘‘There is no use 
of a thousand league horse unless you 
have a thousand league man to ride 
him.’’ 

Clear, balanced thinking and a true 
perspective are absolutely essential for 
the solution of our problems. Certainly 





if the public library is to be truly ealled 
the commupity’s intelligence service, 
there can be a tremendous help in en. 
couraging adult education. 

Someone has likened libraries to 
laboratories. They are workshops, 
Here each of us may work under the 
direction of a trained personnel and 
here every citizen may go and look for 
a way of solving his own particular 
problems. Lowell once said, ‘‘ The bet- 
ter part of every man’s education is 
that which he gives himself.’’ 

In closing, let me say, be critical of 
these new ideas. Let's not mistake 
propaganda for information. Eneour- 
age in every citizen the capacity to 
think for himself. I believe with 
knowledge and fairness to each other, 
we will save our democracy. IT want 
to leave the following lines with you, 
which are, so far as I know, anony- 
mous. They sum up everything I have 
tried to bring you in these few min- 
utes: ‘‘I am the pivot of civilization, 
I am the Publie Library.”’ 

—Mrs. Neat Hamre, Newton 


Legislation for Libraries 

I have been asked to discuss the sub- 
ject of “‘legislation for libraries.’’ I 
suppose this is because I am a lawyer 
and also a member of the last legisla- 
ture. I was particularly requested to 
tell you about three library bills whieh 
were before the legislature last winter 
and to give you some idea as to what 
might be done in the next legislature 
to pass those which failed. One of the 
bills, being the one to reorganize the 
former state library system, passed, 
but, unfortunately, the millage bill and 
the one to create a state system for cer 
tification of chief librarians failed to 
pass. 

Now, about the millage bill. Under 
the present law, your eity or town 
council is only permitted to levy not 
to exceed 114 mills for the mainte 
nanee of your publie library. In many 
places, this does not yield sufficient 
revenue to properly maintain it. 8. F. 
156 would have inereased this levy by 
1, mill, thus making it possible t 
raise 114 mills in all. This passed the 
Senate 44-0, but failed in the House 
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by a vote of 50 ayes to 46 nos. In 
the House it is necessary to have what 
js known as a constitutional majority, 
or at least 55 ave votes before a meas- 
ure can pass. It lacked just 5 votes of 
passing. If you desire to know how 
your representative voted you will find 
this information on page 1075 of the 
House Journal. 

You may wonder what the reason 
was for this defeat. Regardless of what 
you may have read in the newspapers, 
the House had a strong ‘economy 
bloc.’’ This was one of many meas- 
ures designed to increase tax levies, 
which wis dealt a death blow by this 
bloe. Although IT often voted with the 
“economy bloc’’ IT am glad to tell you 
that | voted for this measure. I was 
very sorry to see it defeated. 

H. F. 174, now known as Chapter 
113, Acts of the 48th G. A., reorganized 
the former state library system. It 
abolished the old Library Commission 
and created a board of trustees of three 
members, consisting of the governor, 
one member of the supreme court and 
the superintendent of public instrue- 
tion. It divided the state library sys- 
tem into four divisions, one of which is 
known as ‘‘The Iowa State Traveling 
Library.’’ This is the one in which you 
are chiefly interested and about which 
you should be informed. The bill trans- 
ferred the 90,000 books in the former 
general library and the 35,000 books 
in the Economies and Sociology library 
to the Traveling Library. This makes 
a large number of fine books available 
on practically any subject from simple 
stories for children to the deepest 
works on psychology. These books will 
be loaned on request to publie libraries, 
clubs, farm bureaus and other organ- 
izations, town schools, communities 
without libraries, rural schools, and 
individuals. Quite a large number is 
available at one time to the above ex- 
cept individuals, who are only allowed 
a limited number. In order to get them, 
simply write the Iowa State Traveling 
Library, Historical Building, Des 


Moines, giving the names or the kinds 
of books you desire, and they will be 
shipped promptly. 
the postage both ways. 


All it costs you is 
If you desire 


hooks to prepare a paper or a speech, 
you ean write, giving the topie of your 
paper or subject of your speech and 
books will be sent you with material 
to prepare the same. People, today, are 
becoming more and more aware of the 
wonderful opportunities which libra- 
ries afford, both for education and 
amusement. I particularly urge you 
to pass this information on to the peo- 
ple of your communities. Take advan- 
tage of this golden storehouse of infor- 
mation which the legislature has made 
so easily available to you. Don’t allow 
these books to decay and crumble with 
age on the shelves through non-use. 
Wear them out! Partake freely of these 
educational fountains—improve your- 
selves and thereby improve your com- 
munities. 

Now about the bill to create a state 
system for certification of chief libra- 
rians. This is a decided step forward 
in achieving a more efficient library 
system for the state of Iowa. Many 
other states already have such a law 
and it has decidedly improved the effi- 
ciency of their system. Such a bill was 
before the last legislature. It passed 
the Senate 40-1, was referred to the 
publie libraries committee in the House 
which recommended it for passage, but 
it became lost in the sifting commit- 
tee. This bill provided for the creation 
of a_ certification committee, which 
should issue certificates to chief libra- 
rians who had the necessary qualifica- 
tions. It provided for five different 
kinds of certificates, grades A, B, C, 
D, and E. Grade A required the appli- 
cant to have completed three years of 
college work, a one year’s course in 
an accredited library school, and have 
three years’ successful library experi- 
ence. It would permit the applicant 
to act as chief librarian in libraries 
which served a library area of 20,000 
population or over. The requirements 
of each successive certificate decreased 
and the population of the area to be 
served correspondingly decreased, un- 
til the lowest, being Grade E certificate, 
only required that the applicant be a 
high school graduate and have com- 
pleted such additional requirements as 
would satisfy the committee that the 
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applicant could perform his required 
duties. This certificate permits the ap- 
plicant to act as chief librarian in li- 
braries which serve a library area of 
less than 2,000 population. You may 
ask, ‘‘Why the necessity for such a 
system?’’ In answer, I will call your 
attention to the fact that the educa- 
tional field was the first to recognize 
the value of certification. So, they re- 
quired diplomas and degrees to protect 
the children from incompetency. The 
medical profession required extensive 
and definite training to protect the pub- 
lic against quacks. The legal profes- 
sion required certain educational re- 
quirements and a license to protect the 
publie against shysters. The modern, 
complex library of today demands a 
person at the head who has had suffi- 
cient training and experience so that 
he or she can efficiently and quickly 
meet the diversified demands made. He 
or she must have a knowledge of the 
books of the day—must be able to treat 
with understanding and sympathy the 
book needs of the stumbling beginner 
and be able to assist the scholar or 
student who needs the most technical 
material for his work. 

If you desire to see an excellent ex- 
ample of an outstanding library work- 
ing at its best, visit the reference room 
of the Des Moines City Library. I have 
gone there many times to gather ma- 
terial for talks. Each time, I marvel 
at the efficiency and dispatch with 
which they are able to produce abun- 
dant material on any subject There 
is no question that such a system will 
take away a small portion of the power 
which the library trustees now have. 
But, which is more important—retain- 
ing all the present power of the trus- 
tees or materially improving the ef- 
ficient service which the library is able 
to render to the community? The an- 
swer is obvious! You trustees are all 
interested in improving your libraries 
wherever possible. If not, then you are 
violating the trust which the pecple 
of your community reposed in you 
when the city or town council ap- 
pointed you to this position. Live up 
to this trust! Further the general good 
of all libraries! Get whole-heartedly 


behind this bill! Let us improve and 
raise the level of efficiency of our pub. 
lie libraries. 

The question next arises, ‘‘ What ean 
we do to help enact the millage and 
certification bills into law at the next 
legislature?’’ You can do a great deal 
—probably more than you realize. Con. 
tact the candidates for the Iowa legis. 
lature before the next primary election, 
Use tact, but get an expression from 
them as to how they feel about these 
measures. Then vote for the one who 
is best qualified and is favorable. Be. 
fore the bills come up for passage, 
write or contact them again. ~ Let them 
know that you are in favor of these 
measures and desire their support. Be- 
fore I went to the legislature, I used 
to feel that letters or personal contaets 
made no difference, that it was a waste 
of time. But from personal experience 
with legislators I have learned beyond 
any doubt that they keep a close ear 
to the ground as to how their constitu 
ents feel about different measures, 
They are very susceptible to communi- 
eations from home and _ particularly 
from prominent citizens. You are a 
prominent citizen or you would not 
have been selected for this important 
position. Therefore, do not be indiffer- 
ent to such action—do not say, ‘‘Let 
the other fellow do it, I haven't time,” 
but each and every one of you contaet 
your legislators and have other influ- 
ential people do the same. If each and 
every one of you will accept this re- 
sponsibility and show some real action, 
these two bills should have an excellent 
chance to pass. 

—Curtis Gregory, Adel, 
Representative, 
Iowa State Legislature 


“‘Our Starving Libraries’’ 

I could talk eight hours, rather than 
eight minutes, on this subject, ‘‘Our 
Starving Libraries.’”’ 

Housing is our first great trouble. 
The court house, schools and churches 
have been rebuilt in our community, 
but not the library. It is just the same 
today as it was 35 years ago. We even 
had difficulty keeping our committee 
room. The public almost took it for 











a rest room. We hurriedly took the 
children’s library downstairs into the 


room. 

Our rooms are filled with stacks 
. ° . 
which are poorly lighted. If one 


wanted to sit down and enjoy a buok 
on Tschaikowsky, and think of him as 
he wrote his great Fourth and Fifth 
Symphonies, and look into space and 
think, this would not be possible be- 
cause there is no space. 

We were told in school we could 
only learn a certain amount, but we 
could learn where to go to find help. 
Sometime between the years 1934 and 
1936, 51 libraries were erected, 551 
were repaired and enlarged by Federal 
Aid, but we did not seem to know when, 
or where, to contact this help. 

It is our duty, as trustees, to watch 
the appropriations. The firemen and 
the police look after themselves when 
they feel they deserve more money for 
the service given. Library trustees are 
too complacent. In our city, the local 
band receives more than one-third of 
the money received by the library. The 
band receives .488 mill, and the library 
1.22 mills. 

In our county (Page), we must con- 
tact the supervisors to see that our con- 
tracts are renewed this year for the 
small county tax. So many demands 
are made for the county funds, I feel 
almost shy in approaching them. The 
other organizations are not shy in ask- 
ing for funds, so we library trustees 
must be courageous. 

Our county superintendent of schools 
tells me we are allowed 15 cents per 
pupil per year for books. <A ten-pupil 
school would receive $1.50 in one year. 
What a responsibility it would be to 
properly spend that $1.50 in one year. 
Since the libraries of Shenandoah and 
Clarinda serve the rural schools of Page 
County, Mabel Serle, the county super- 
intendent, makes long lists of books 
which we buy for their distribution. 
She sends out letters to the parents, 
in which this paragraph occurs: 
“While the teachers get books from 
either the Clarinda or Shenandoah li- 
braries for school use, we urge that the 
children have their own individual 
cards and get the habit of going to the 


library for books. We trust that vou 
(parents) may take advantage of this 
privilege.’”’ 

During the depression, the classics 
and history books were on the shelves. 
The librarians were asked for books 
on ‘‘How to Raise Rabbits for Fur,’’ 
“Tinting Photographs for Sale,’’ 
‘*Frog Farming,’ ‘‘How to Raise Gin- 
seng,’’ and ‘‘Lives of Famous Clowns.”’ 
We needed books on hobbies. Many 
people were looking for escape reading 
in the library. They wanted to solve 
an economic problem, or they wanted 
encouragement or the tenderness that 
only books can give. 

If the depression has taught us any- 
thing, it is that man shall not live by 
bread alone. Every social worker 
knows that it is not enough to give 
clothes, food and shelter, but also a 
wish to live. Many wanted to read, 
to catch up on that particular book he 
had always meant to read) What a 
challenge this was to the libraries! 
This all happened just as the budgets 
were cut. 

One-half of the publie libraries have 
an income of only $1,000. The library 
should bring the right book and the 
right person together. After all, ev- 
ery book is a new book to a person 
until he has read it. Striking or slash- 
ing at the book fund strikes at the 
very heart of the library. If new books 
are not constantly bought, the library 
will become a museum or a mausoleum. 

We have a new demand to meet from 
the schools. The school libraries are 
being built up partly because there is 
a shift away from the single text book. 
Then, all new PWA schools are fitted 
with libraries. The schools are doing 
a good job of training the young read- 
ers. In carrying on this work started 
by the school libraries, the public li- 
braries must be very vigorous to dis- 
cover new lines of interest to enrich 
these new adult lives coming to the 
public libraries. I wonder if in the 
past we have put too much emphasis 
on information, rather than inspira- 
tion? 

We want for our starving libraries 
better housing. As trustees, we must 
meet with the council to look after our 
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budgets. We want better book-buying 
to aid the adult reader in finding his 
university in the library. 

We have many dreams for our li- 
brary: better appropriations, more fre- 
quent removal of the worn, shabby 
books from the shelves, replacing them 
with beautiful new books. I think of 
a spacious room I visited in Bar Har- 
bour, Maine, in their library this sum- 
mer. <A collection of beautiful early 
American sterling silver from a Boston 
gallery was being exhibited. Flowers 
were in the lovely vases, a charming 
lady was there to tell of the choice 
Irish and English pieces. The next 
week a local art exhibit was to be held 
there. So we want, for our starving 
library, more room for the books we 
do own, more money for the books we 
wish to own, and a place for cultural 
exhibitions we wish to share and en 
courage in our community. 


—Mrs. Erwin J. Gorrscu, 
Shenandoah, lowa 


Libraries as a Community Asset 

Tonight I find myself in a rather 
difficult situation. I was asked to talk 
on the subject, ‘‘Libraries as a com- 
munity asset.”’ I have no talking point. 
for every person in this room already 
knows just what a very great benefit 
a library is to any community, large 
or small. I wish that just a few of 
those who really do need information 
on this subject were here at this time. 

We have always had books and li- 
braries, even from the time of our ear- 
liest civilization, but the public library 
as we know it today did not come into 
being until comparatively recent times. 
Benjamin Franklin has been called the 
father of the _ circulating library, 
through his founding of the first sub- 
scription or share-holding library in 
Philadelphia in 1732. Only subscrib- 
ers had the use of it, but it was a step 
in advanee toward the free, circulating 
library of today. 

Much later, through the generosity 
of Mr. Carnegie, millions of dollars 
were made available for libraries and 
today we find in this country more ard 
better libraries than in any other coun- 
try in the world, which are open to 


all persons. Next to the publie school, 
the public library is the greatest edu. 
cational and Americanizing force in 
this country at the present time. Ip 
spite of all the money which has been 
given, we are told that forty-five mil- 
lion of our people have no library 
within reach. Coming closer home, we 
learn that in Iowa about 52 per cent 
of our people are without library sery- 
ice. Some think this is entirely too 
large a number to be without books 
but it seems to me that it is not so 
strange after all, for many of the men 
who are making our laws and spending 
our public money come from distriets 
where they have never had the advan- 
tages of libraries and books and do not 
realize what an asset a library can be 
to a community. It is largely a matter 
of edueation. 

I have only to go to our own publie 
library and see the work that is being 
done there with our young school chil 
dren, to feel that we are going to get 
wonderful results from it. No doubt 
this same educational project is being 
earried on in many of the libraries all 
over the country. These children are 
being made ‘‘library conscious.” 
Classes are held at stated times in the 
library and they are taught library 
manners, how to select and care for 
books, how to use the dictionary, the 
encyclopedia and other reference 
books. In fact, they are learning to 
know and love their library. When 
these children take their places in the 
world and become our governors, legis 
lators, and councilmen, they are going 
to see to it that their children have 
those very things that we find so hard 
to obtain now. They will have had those 
advantages themselves and will feel 
that they are a necessity for their chil 
dren. Then, I think, libraries will re 
ceive their fair share of public funds. 

What can we, as library trustees, d0 
about this? We ean see to it that we 
have the very best librarians obtaitr 
able in our libraries—persons who are 
as highly trained in their profession 
as our teachers, skilled workers wh@ 
will teach our children to know and 
love books. Then, when those children 
have charge of the public money, 
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braries will no longer lack sufficient 
funds. 

I think we should have laws passed 
as soon as possible regarding the cer- 
tification of librarians. At the pres- 
ent time there is no such law but when- 
ever such a bill is introduced into our 
legislature, we should do everything in 
our power to have it passed. That iaw 
alone will go a long ways in the solu- 
tion of the library problem. 

Mrs. C. C. Van Epps, 
Jowa City 


Portrait of a Library 


When Mrs. Houghton asked me to 
talk on the ‘‘Portrait of a library,’’ I 
thought at once of the very good book 
of that title written by Marjorie Quig- 
ley, librarian, and William Marcus, 
trustee of the Montclair (N. J.) Pub- 
lie Library. 

I did not ask Mrs. Houghton if she 
wanted me to review the book because 
I did not want to review it! I want 
to recommend it to each one of you 
and I hope you will go home and buy 
it and read it—if all of that has not 
been done! But my subject made me 
think seriously of Mr. Mareus and the 
fine work he has done in Montclair for 
the city library, in New Jersey for the 
state library organization and in the 
United States for the libraries at large. 
He is one trustee to whom we ean look 
and follow. And since he is a neigh- 
bor of mine I felt I could impose a 
little and ask him for a message to this 
gathering. May I read his reply? 
Dear Mrs. Willis: 


As a fellow library trustee in New Jersey, 
it gives me pleasure to respond to your let- 
ter and to send a message to fellow trustees 
gathered in Des Moines on October 15th. 

Library trusteeship can become a wonderful 
bond of interest between trustees all over the 
country if we would only realize that our 
problems are common to each other and that 
the future of our libraries has been largely 
placed in our hands. What are we going to 
make of this heritage entrusted to us, and can 
we step aside when the time comes and feel 
that we have really done all that lay within 
our power for our own library as well as for 
libraries in general? As trustees, we cannot 


live unto ourselves alone, as we are part of 
a vast movement of continuing education and 
recreation, which involves the lives and well 
being of us all. 


Libraries which have failed to provide ade 
quate services and whose budgets have not 
increased with the real needs of the pecple, 
ean usually place the blame upon the trustees. 
Some libraries have individual trustees who 
seem to regard themselves more as the per- 
sonal representatives of the local government 
who can be counted upon to sit on the library 
budget and keep the library costs from rising, 
rather than as the protectors of the library 
interests of all the citizens. 

It is grossly unfair and withering for li 
braries to be subjected to the baneful influ- 
ence of a trustee who looks upon his major 
responsibility as one of budget curtailment 
and economy rather than as one of studying 
and meeting with the resolution the needs of 
the publie for adequate library service and 
of ensuring to the library a fair share of the 
total tax appropriation. 

The librarian, no matter how capable, can- 
not raise the level of library service to any 
appreciable extent unless the trustees are fully 
cooperative and make a serious effort to edu- 
cate themselves in the fundamentals of library 
administration, and unless they regard the 
scope of their duties as extending far beyond 
that of attending board meetings. 

So often we have heard of trustees who seem 
to have accepted appointment merely as 
an honor conferred rather than as a respon- 
sibility of the highest type, to be accepted 
with humility and a resolve to meet the chal- 
lenge with all conceivable energy and breadth 
of vision. Perhaps in Iewa you do not have 
such trustees! I hope not. 

Yes, to be a library trustees is a great 
honor—but treat this honor with honor, and 
do not be satisfied with mediocrity or worse. 

Yours with kind greetings from the Jersey 
hills whose foliage is already touched with 
erimson and gold. 

(Signed) William Mareus’’ 


So, Mr. Mareus adds to his ‘‘Por- 
trait of a Library’’ with this excellent 
admonition and encouragement. 

The portrait of a library is never fin- 
ished! How fortunate! Eighty-six 
years ago trustees and librarians began 
painting the portraits of libraries in 
Iowa. How do these portraits look in 
1939? Has too much painting been done 
by the librarians? Has too little of 
the work on the portraits of our insti- 
tutions been done by the trustees? Is 
one trustee in the community wielding 
the brush with too firm a hand? Or 
are the trustees and the librarian work- 
ing together on a portrait that has 
background, that is right for the com- 
munity in which the library is situ- 
ated—a portrait in which the details 
are painted in with just the most per- 
fect colors? Are the trustees in your 
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community “Interpreters & who can 
show man’what is right for man’’? 

John Finley, trustee of the New York 
Public Library, has written an intro- 
duction “to a book which I would put 
in every trustee’s hand. It is ‘‘The 
library trustee,’’ by Anna Hall, and 
published by the A. L. A. In this in- 
troduction John Finley likens Elihu 
Root, long a perfect trustee of the New 
York Publie Library, to the ancient 
Elihu and quotes from Job a passage 
that we may well take to ourselves. 
May I quote again—this time from 
Job? ‘‘That there might be an angel 
—an interpreter one among a thousand 
to show man what is right for him? 
That he might be enlightened with the 
light of learning.’’ As we are paint- 
ing portraits of our libraries do we find 
that any trustees show a resemblance 
to the ancient Elihu? 

Was there ever a time when men and 
women enlightened with the light of 
learning were more needed on our li- 
brary boards? Just now the time to 
sanity seems to be by very bitter en- 
lightenment. In normal times it is 
very important that trustees of public 
libraries believe that the pen is 
mightier than the sword (and I include 
the radio in the ‘‘pen’’) but how much 
more important is it now, when times 
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are not quite normal, that the library 
should be the clearing house for all 
political philosophies and the seat of 
entertainment—and that books should 
be the medicine of healing. 


daily life die when there is a surren. 
der of freedom of thought and expres. 
sion. At times when destructive forces 
are let loose there is an urgent need 
for all trustees of libraries to reeolleet 
the realities of creative life of the past, 
the present and the future. Out of all 
the rather heavy impacts of cirewm- 
stances on men’s minds, a new idea » 
may be born that will save the world? 
Trustees of libraries know that ideas 
are not carried into men’s minds by 
bullets. They must agree with me that 
the normal functions of the ear and eye 
carry ideas to the brain. And they 
must agree that the schools and libra- 
ries are the disseminators of ideas. 

If we do believe all of this, library 
trustees must work harder than ever to 
make the portraits of the libraries that 
we are painting, works of creative art. 
We must paint with the broadest of 
brushes and with the most lasting col- 
ors, in order that we may be ‘‘Inter- 
preters.”’ 


—Mrs. GRINNELL WILLIS, 


Fairfield 





